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ing, in arms, that Government and Constitution which the
father had, with so much renown, defended in the Senate,
in the Cabinet, and in the Forum. It did not seem to me
that I could properly hesitate to undertake, at whatever
sacrifice or risk, the duty that had been thus unexpectedly
cast upon me.

Nor does it seem to me, now that this work has been
written, that there ought to be delay in its publication.
Nearly seventeen years have elapsed since Mr. "Webster's death.
If all who acted with him in public affairs have not yet
passed away, ther'e has occurred in this country, since his
decease, one of those catastrophes which make a wide chasm
in the history of a nation, and which separate periods not
actually remote from each other, as if a century had inter-
vened. Mr. Webster's life ended as the era of patriotic
efforts to avert from our country the disasters of internal
conflict and civil war was about to close, and when such
efforts were about to prove of no avail. To that era he
belongs, and in it he.stands a grand historical figure, tow-
ard whom the eyes of men will be more and more directed
as they contemplate what was done to deepen the founda-
tions of our constitutional Eepnblic by those who received
it from its immediate founders. We cannot too often revert
to the study of their principles, the recollection of their meas-
uies, and the appreciation of their services. Above all, we
cannot too soon seek to do justice to the memory of a great
man, who for nearly forty years was one of the most con-
spicuous of our statesmen ; and whose intellect, by the admis-
sion of all, impressed itself upon the age in which he lived
with an influence inferior to that of none of Ms countrymen,
and to that of very few of his contemporaries in any portion
of the globe.

It is not alone, however, because Mr. "Webster was a great